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Curios  and  Relics 

Household  Textiles 

Quilt 

Made  by  Lincoln's  Cousin 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

Fronn  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 

II.  ZOO'S.  t>  iS.  t>^sss 


Lincoln  Family  History 

Stitched  Into  a  Qidlt;  \ 


By  John  Edward  Ilicks 
A  memento  of  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  family,  a  iM-year-old 
I  quiIt  made  by  the  President's 
cousin    and    contauiing  tiny 
,   squares  of  material  cut  from 
.  his  grandmother's  sunbonnet 
;  for  generations  has  been  a 
prized  heirloom  in  the  family  of 
Harold  L.  Hardaway,  9706  High 
drive,  Leawood. 

A  faded  note,  pinned  to  the 
quilt,  says  "This  quilt  was 
made  by  my  mother,  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam P.  Nail."  Signed:  Louisa 
Nail  Hardaway. 

MRS.  NALL  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Brumfield  of  Kentucky.  Mrs 
Nail  and  her  husband  are  buri- 
ed in  Howells  church  ceme- 
tery, Hardin  County,  Kentucky. 
The  NaUs  were  early  settlers  in 
Virgima,  moving  to  Hardin 
County,  Kentucky,  soon  after 
the  revolution. 

Mrs.  Brumfield  was  Nancy 
youngest  daughter  of  the  Abra- 
ham. Lincoln  who  was  grand 
father  of  the  President.  She 
was  sister  of  Thomas  Lincoln, 
the  President's  father.  Born  in 
1780,  near  Elizabethtown,  Ky  , 
she  was  married  in  1801  to  Wil- 
liam Brumfield,  a  farmer 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brumfield  aro 
buried  in  the  old  graveyard  at 
Mill  creek.  It  is  believed  the 
President's  grandmother  also  is 
buried  there,  but  no  stone 
marks  the  grave. 

It  was  she  who  gave  her  sun- 
bonnet  to  be  made  into  quilt- 
pieces  when  her  16-year-old 
granddaughter,  Elizabeth 
Brumfield,  decided  to  make  a 
quilt. 

HER  HUSBAND,  the  first 
Abraham  Lincoln,  had  been  a 
captain  in  the  Virginia  militia 
durmg  the  Revolution  and  had 
moved  to  Kentucky  in  1780,  buy- 
ing several  large  tracts  of  land, 
the  home  site  being  not  far 
from  I^ouisville. 

While  clearing  the  latter  land 
with  his  thi-ee  sons,  Mordecai 
Josiah  and  Thomas,  the  group 
was  set  .upon  by  Indians  and 
Abraham  was  killed.  Mordeoai, 
the  eldest  son,  ran  to  the  cabin 
for  his  rifle.  Josiah  went  to  the 
nearby  fort  for  assistance. 
Thomae,  the  youngest,  re- 
mamed  by  his  father  and  was 
being  seized  when  Mordecai  re- 
turned and  kiUed  an  Indian.  As- 
sistance soon  arrived  from  the 
fort.  After  being  long  in  doubt. 
It  has  been  determined  this  en- 
counter took  place  May  10, 
1786.  Mr.  Lincoln  is  buried  in 
the  Ft.  Knox  reservation.  In 
her  later  years,  Mrs.  Lincoln 
went  to  live  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Brumfield. 

Elizabeth  Brumfield,  who 
made  the  quilt,  was  born  in 
1804  near  EUzabethtown,  Ky 
She  married  William  P.  Nail 
There  are  many  correlative 
members  of  the  Nail  family  liv- 
ing in  Johnson  County,  Kansas, 
where  they  were  pioneers,  the 


name  being  retained  in  the  Nail 
cemetery  and  Nail  boulevard. 

MRS.  NALL'S  daughter  Loui- 
sa married  Jesse  Hardaway  in 
1869  and  a  decade  later-  they 
moved  to  Missouri,  settling  five 
miles  north  of  Carthage  on  the 
old  Lower  Bridge  road.  Their 
son  Lloyd,  born  in  187] ,  still  is 
living  in  Carthage.  Another  son, 
the  late  Thomas  Burton  Harda- 
way, formerly  was  editor  of  the 
News  at  Jasper,  a  town  near 
Carthage.  It  was  in  Jasper  that 
Louisa  Nail  Hardaway  cUed  in 
1922. 

A  twin  of  Lloyd  Hardaway, 


Luther,  who  died  in  Chicago.,^ 
1930,  formerly  was  editor 
newspaper  in  Marceline,  Mqf|Bi 
1898  :he  married  ElizabetlviS. 
Waller  of  Marceline  who  hati 
the  quilt  until  her  death  receh(- 
ly.  A'  son,  Harold  L.  Hardaw^', 
now  has  the  quilt. 

Persons  who  know  about  pat- 
terns say  Uie  quilt  is  a  varia- 
tion of  the  Irish  Chain  and 
similar  to  what  later  was  called 
the  "Off  to  California." 

The  historic  quilt  will  be 
passed  along.  Hardaway  and 
his  wife,  Elsie,  have  a  sod 
Jolin,  living  in  Denver,  and 
there  are  two  grandchildi'en! 


This  quilt  being  held  by  Harold  L.  Hardawaf  of  Lea- 
EolnVcoJr"  Presiden|Ahraha.n, 
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